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“We should not live for ourselves alone, but for the joy in doing good for others.” 
Arch Klumph, founder of The Rotary Foundation 
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Editor’s Note 

Dear Readers, 

Tennis star Billie Jean King used to say that she knew which of 

her opponents will miss their serve. “When they stand at the line, 

ready to serve, you can see it in their face. They have, in their 

mind, pictured themselves hitting the ball into the net, and that is 

exactly what they do. When I stand at the line to serve, I picture 

myself hitting the ball squarely into their court. That is where it 

usually goes.”  

If you want to succeed at something, picture yourself doing it 

successfully.  

At the start of this new Rotary year, each of us has an 

opportunity to set our goals for the year, and picture ourselves to 

successfully achieve our goals. As per the Rotary structure, each one takes up new roles and 

responsibilities in the new Rotary year. Each of us gets an opportunity to serve, not as in the sport of 

Tennis, but “Serve to Change Lives.”  

With this theme, RI President Shekhar Mehta is urging members to become more involved in service 

projects, saying that caring for and serving other is the best way to live because it changes not only 

other people’s lives, but also our own. One of the good ways of directly being a part of the massive 

service projects being carried out across the globe, is to contribute to The Rotary Foundation.  

The Rotary Foundation transforms your gifts into service projects that change lives both close to home 

and around the world. Have you set your goal for Foundation Giving in this Rotary year? If not, please 

do so, to help us continue “Doing Good in the World!” 

Wishing all our readers the very best for Rotary year 2021-22. We wish all our readers to remain safe 

and healthy! 

Rotary Regards, 

 

 

Jeetendra Sharma 

Editor in Chief – RGHF’s Our Foundation Newsletter 
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Trustee Chair's Message 
July is the most exciting month in Rotary, a time for fresh starts and new beginnings. For many, it’s an 

opportunity to take on new leadership roles. Rotarians brim with optimism, thinking about the good we can 

do for humanity in the 12 months ahead.  

As I write this message, I recall a quote often attributed to Helen Keller, a renowned American activist for 

people with disabilities: “The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision.” 

How profound that a woman who was blind taught us such a powerful lesson about the difference between 

sight and vision. Indeed, it is one thing to see the world as it is, but entirely another to envision it as it could 

be. The Rotary Foundation is all about envisioning possibilities — and making them happen. 

As we begin this Rotary year, I ask: what is your vision for the next 12 months? Could a community or 

region you know benefit from a grant from the Foundation? One probably could, and, as you read these 

words, many people in that community are waiting for our help and leadership. 

We are still reeling from the challenges of serving the world during COVID-19, but we cannot let that or 

anything else stop us. Many educational and health care needs have only been exacerbated by the 

pandemic. The world needs us. 

Beginning 1 July, you can apply for Foundation grants supporting Rotary’s new area of focus: the 

environment. July also brings changes, such as the financial restructuring of the World Fund, that have been 

implemented with an eye toward sustainability. We are just beginning a year when we will continue our first 

Programs of Scale grant in Zambia, seek a home for our next Rotary Peace Center, and plan and 

implement district and global grants that will make positive impacts for generations to come. 

To paraphrase the ancient Chinese philosopher Laozi, today we begin the journey of a thousand miles by 

taking our first step. Let’s walk together, looking forward, not to the past. Rotarians love a good challenge, 

so here’s one for us all: let’s challenge ourselves to think bigger this year and enlarge our vision of what we 

can and will do. 

Make the Foundation a part of your vision for a better world, and you will see the world, and yourself, 

change. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

John F. Germ 
Trustee Chair 2021-22 
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Rotary’s second virtual convention 

highlights accomplishment in polio, progress 

toward ending COVID-19 
by Ryan Hyland 

Thousands of people experienced friendship and fun at Rotary International’s second straight virtual 

convention. The event, held 12-16 June 2021, was conducted online after the convention originally planned 

for Taipei, Taiwan, was cancelled because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

More than 11,000 people registered for the robust program that included more than 20 guest speakers, 

informational and inspiring breakout sessions, the interactive House of Friendship, and a variety of 

engaging virtual activities and entertainment.  

During the opening general session, Rotary International President Holger Knaack acknowledged that he 

was worried about how successful his presidency would be, since he couldn’t visit clubs and projects and 

provide encouragement and support due to travel restrictions. “But what seemed like a problem turned out 

to be an advantage,” he said. “By visiting clubs online, I could be everywhere, every day.” 

Knaack talked about how rewarding it was to be able to visit clubs and districts around the world in just one 

day. “In a virtual environment, I could visit a dozen Rotary clubs a week and participate in their projects. It 

was exciting and rewarding. And I was so proud of the work you did in such difficult times,” he said.  

“The pandemic continues to bring great devastation and, for far too many, a very sad ending for people 

important to us,” Knaack said. “We must continue to honor those who have passed and do whatever we can 

to bring this devastation to an end as soon as possible.”  

Despite the challenges of the past year, Knaack also highlighted successes, including the historic 

announcement that the World Health Organization’s African region had been declared free of the wild 

poliovirus. He encouraged Rotary to build on that positive news by staying focused on our commitment to 

ending polio worldwide. Until early May of this year, he said, 

just two cases of wild poliovirus were reported worldwide. 

Wild poliovirus is still circulating in only two countries: 

Afghanistan and Pakistan.  

WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

gave a video address to online attendees, crediting Rotary for 

continuing to focus on polio. “When COVID-19 struck, you 

didn’t abandon your vision of a polio-free world,” he said. 

“You redoubled your efforts.”  

Continued... 
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“The pandemic has highlighted that unprepared and underserved communities anywhere are a threat to 

health everywhere. Rotarians know this,” Tedros added. “And I want you to know that your investment in 

public health will inspire future generations to live up to your motto of Service Above Self.” 

Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, gave an update on COVID-19 vaccines and spoke 

about the importance of restoring access to routine vaccinations that were disrupted by the pandemic.  

Berkley said 14 COVID-19 vaccines have been approved around the world and more than 1.4 billion 

people have been vaccinated in the “largest and most complex vaccine development deployment in 

history.” Gavi is co-leading COVAX, a worldwide initiative aimed at establishing equitable access to 

COVID-19 vaccines. By the beginning of next year, Berkley said, more than 1.8 billion doses of the 

vaccine should be available to people living in the 92 lowest-income countries that otherwise would have 

limited or no access to the vaccine.  

But COVID-19 vaccines aren’t the end of the story. 

“Now with COVID-19 vaccines flowing, it’s going to be critical to maintain hard-won gains in 

immunization,” Berkley said, “to recover from the disruptions caused by COVID-19 and achieve even 

more by leaving no one behind in any situation or at any stage of life.”  

He added, “As a valued partner of Gavi, Rotary International will play a key role in all this.” 

Other convention guests and speakers included:  

• Dr. Bruce Aylward, a senior adviser to the WHO director-general  

• Eliud Kipchoge, an Olympic gold medalist and marathon world-record holder 

• Vanessa Nakate, a climate activist and founder of the Rise Up Movement  

• Anna Rosling Rönnlund, vice president of the Gapminder foundation  

• Sanj Srikanthan, the CEO of ShelterBox  

The general sessions were hosted by Mark Wright, a news anchor and Rotary member.  

Entertainment included performances by The Filharmonic, an a cappella group featured in the hit movie 

Pitch Perfect 2; the Hiplet Ballerinas, a hip-hop and classical ballet fusion group; Idris Goodwin, a 

breakbeat poet and a United States Artists Fellow; and DDC Breakdance, a Germany-based dance 

group.  

Convention attendees participated in virtual activities that included a cooking class, a trivia challenge, a 

dance party, a virtual photo booth, and a 5K walk to raise funds to end polio.  

https://www.gavi.org/covax-facility
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G7 Heads of State call for ‘global pandemic 

radar’ building on polio surveillance network 
Value of polio infrastructure in COVID-19 support continues to be highlighted 

The Heads of State of the G7 countries, at the annual meeting 

held in the UK on 11-13 June 2021, highlighted the need for 

increased global efforts to detect global public health threats, by 

building international surveillance on existing networks such as 

polio surveillance.  In the context of COVID-19, and in 

their official communiqué, the G7 stated: “we support the 

establishment… of a global pandemic radar… that builds on 

existing detection systems such as the influenza and polio 

programmes.” 

The unique value of the polio infrastructure in supporting COVID

-19 response efforts was recently underscored by other global 

fora, including the World Health Assembly in May, and the G7 

health ministers meeting in June. 

An integral part of the new GPEI Strategy 2022-2026 is to ensure close coordination with broader public 

health efforts, to not only achieve a lasting world free of all polioviruses, but also one where the polio 

infrastructure will continue to benefit other public health emergencies long after the disease has been 

eradicated. 

Key to success, however, will be the continued support and engagement of the international development 

community, including by ensuring that previous pledges are fully and rapidly operationalized. 

Source: www.polioeradication.org 

Chaudhry Hakim Ali and Muhammad Usman enter data 
after collecting samples for COVID-19 testing at a 

laboratory located at the National Institute of Health in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. © WHO/EMRO  

When Rotary helped found the GPEI, we 

made a commitment to ensure that no child 

or family should live in fear of polio ever 

again. Our new strategy will help us deliver 

on this promise of a polio-free world. Learn 

more: https://on.rotary.org/3iBaAgP 

https://www.g7uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Carbis-Bay-G7-Summit-Communique-PDF-430KB-25-pages-3.pdf
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/world-health-assembly-commits-to-urgent-action-to-seize-polio-free-world/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/g7-health-ministers-reaffirm-commitment-to-achieving-polio-free-world/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/g7-health-ministers-reaffirm-commitment-to-achieving-polio-free-world/
https://polioeradication.org/gpei-strategy-2022-2026/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/gpei-statement-on-proposed-uk-aid-cuts/
http://www.polioeradication.org
https://on.rotary.org/3iBaAgP?fbclid=IwAR0Ivo5c--hrdzT88tGLe2Kb7Nus10lIPca1rR2WrieO7Cl2oaAVhuBRL_E
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Rotary Peace Centers 
The inaugural Makerere University Rotary Peace Center cohort, consisting of 15 peace fellows from 11 

countries, completed their 10-week onsite portion of the one-year blended learning professional 

development certificate program and are now embarking on their individualized social change initiatives. 

“Coming from diverse backgrounds, and yet with a shared desire for peace in Africa,” shares Anne Nkutu, 

host area coordinator for the Makerere University Rotary Peace Center. “They are the epitome of unity in 

diversity."  

Read the Rotary Magazine article: https://on.rotary.org/3xYczAn 

Source: Rotary Peace Centers on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/MakerereRotary/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWEYQwfupR038qzSSXJOr61jMMCdIYb456R3YFrJUyL4zxv_idxfTbV6ExnXvFT2SFXYyMKGt2K3_1h6Sr7yC83j9eGH_EA01CS1M2qwAY87K9PeNq1G3t0JGcipHV_Ribjn9HNFElJ73wbVPhGJr54J7LaG8vns1Xr8wcXJGCou19kZrXk6OLy-FVhGlk5NAA&__tn__=
https://on.rotary.org/3xYczAn?fbclid=IwAR2rdtorJjiDk6xlx9SPY2RXkhGcwtvoxpsCT7Icb-mBgFjVh0d8fTsBLX8
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Source: Rotary Peace Centers on Facebook  

Do you know an outstanding Rotary or Rotaract member or Peace Fellow 

working to empower girls?  

Nominate them now through 23 July! Honorees will be recognized at key Rotary 

events, including Rotary Day with UNICEF in fall 2021.  

https://on.rotary.org/3qATqlp 

https://on.rotary.org/3qATqlp?fbclid=IwAR3miE1U4geY5D5XeBtidXDK65X-TKXQNzh7GqmZRBuSPSXkDEKKxvx88l4
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RGHF Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of Rotary Global History Fellowship (RGHF) was held virtually on 30th June 2021. 

The following members were elected on Board of Directors of RGHF for 2021-22-23: 

1. Irv Kaplan   Chair 

2. Tim Nurul Kabir   President 

3. Nevine Abdelhalek  Secretary 

4. Geri Appel   Treasurer 

5. Grace Chibby Okoro  Immediate Past President 

6. Steve Hellerspeck  Past President 

7. Adel Abdel Shafel  Director 

8. Jeetendra Sharma  Director/Newsletter Editor 

9. Kent Vesterberg   Director/ IT Administrator 

10. Matts Ingmanson  Director 

11. Prakash Saraswat  Director 

12. Ola Olugbodi   Ex-Officio- Social Media 

13. Fred Otto    Legal Council 
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Jeetendra Sharma, Editor in Chief, jeeturotary@gmail.com 

Click image to watch video 

https://rghf.org/
mailto:Jeeturotary@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FrUM6PAEkM

